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Do you live on land?
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you might not think much about the | Even though you don’t live there,
If youdo ... T0% of the Earth that is covered in Dceans are an important part of
Oceans., averyone's lives,




For one thing, most of the oxygen

that we breathe is produce
in the acean

: i these guys disa ar, you better
by ﬂwﬂ;;‘;ﬁ:ﬂﬂﬁ Caen get used to hl;nrﬂll::lﬂ;.E your breath,

and right now they're in danger.
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Ea:l: on land, humans are driving
cars, heating homes, and running

power plants to produce electricity.

Many of these things run on fossil
fuels like oil, coal, and natural gas

which are burned up in the process,

When fossil fuels burn, th produce
Carbon Dioxide gas, or CO2, which
drifts around in our atmosphere,
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The CO2 in our atmos phe-re
absorbed by ocean water, am?ehat
CO2 becomes an acid.

This process is called
ocean acidification,




If the ocean becomes too acidic,
shellfish won't be able to grow
their shells,

coral reefs will dissalve,
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and the oxygen
phytoplankton ,,,.ﬁ?

roducing
disappear.




This drastic change to the food
chain will mean that bigger animals
won'l be able to find enough food

and the ocean will become empty.
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Luckily, there is a lot that people

can do to prevent ccean
acidification.

Some ways to help are
as simple as...

turning off your lights when you're
not using them,

recycling glass, paper, and plastic,

and sharlng rides (o conserve
fossil fuels.
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People can also choose 1o use If enough people do this, we can
alternalive energies such as wind, put away harmful fossil fuels
solar, and Fo POWer,
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You can tell more people about the
importance of our oceans and how
they can help keep them safe.




Then the oceans will be healthy
enough for everyone (o enjoy them
for generations to come,

www.seanruecroft.com
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